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Tufty Stories. 6/ - each or 1916 - 1933 - £5 1 Os. the lot, 
t:5 the ht . 

8 Populars , 1 DresdnolJ#-t . 
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2 Green Ge:ns, 10 Blue am White 
4 Young Bri t ons, 5 Pl ur.ks, 2 30/- t he :o t. 
Greyfriars Herald. 10/ - the 1.ot . 

31 Boys !ilgazines 1922- 1926 
12 Rockets - 9/ - t ho lot . 22/6 th;, l ot. 

16 Jesters 1915-1 917 - 3/ - each 18 Pals , 1922-23. 20/- . tlE lot. 
or 4<5!-"ti., lot. 

12 Marvels, 12 iluggetts, 12 
6 Boys C'lm Paper 1923. 3/ - lot. Sexton filake Libraries. 

30/- th e l ot, 
10 hfferent Aldi.-,.e Boxing 
NoveJ.s - 15/ - the lot 11 Nelson Lees between numbers 

18 and 263, vintage 1915 and 
Miscellan eous l ot - i B-..lffalo 1920 t ilis includes 3 Christmas 
Bill, 4 B.F.L ., 4 S. B.L. 1 Dick Iilll:lbers. 50/.· the l ot, 
Tur)lin , 2 Diamond Libs. , 
2 ~ports lhd gets . 1?)6 tre lot . S~ ool girls I O,,n Annual , 

25/6 
1930, 

12 Sexto n Blake 19 15- 1920. . 
-,;;/- ti:e l ot . Cham pi en Annual , 1934. 15/ -

School Friend Annual, 1936 , 15/ -

CASH WITH ORDER POSUGE is essential at t hese 
prices . 
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ehair 
GIVE ! HELPING !!lND. On another page you wil l see an advertis011ient 
giving details of papers mEl!lbers cf the Golden Hours Cl ub, Sydney, are 
keen to obtain. Nov cur friends "down under" sre at a disadvantage 
in the usual vsy, for when papers sre offered for sale in our colUIIIDB 
they are almost always snapped up bef ore those so f ar away have a 
chance to reply . So, if any of you have any of the papers esked fo r 
- ple ase do all you can to help. 

• • • 
T"rtE TWELFl'H ANllUAL, At the Northern O. B.B. C. Meeting last month Ron 
Hodgson !ll'Ve a very interesting tal k on the Packsaddle School s tories 
which appeared in the Gem with oome reprin ts in the S.O.L . r:ow t hese 
sto ries were in Charles Hamilton 's best sty le, but so fsr th ey have 
been rathe r neglected in t he Hamilton saga. So as soon as Ron had 
f inished I snapped up his manuscript fo r use in the coming Annual. 

Then I shall soon have in my hands Breeze Bentley's "The Fourt h 
Form at Rookvood", and Don ieba t er tell s me he is busy on "Hi ! Fag" 
a title which rouses ones curios ity. 

Well there 's a good stert for Hamilt onians. In addi t ion Geoff 
Hockley ' s arti cl e on Buffalo Bill will soon start .of f on it ' s jo urney 
across the sea . Bill Hubbard , way out in Kenya, is hard at i t on a 



review of the Wycliff e stories , and Harry Brester is busy on the other 
Pente lov school s which vill be good news for the DO incoeiderable n1111r 
ber vbo adlrlred the stories which appeared under the pan-name - J ack 
North. * .. * 
NEW ZEALAND l'IJBLICITY. Lest 100nth I sai d I had heard that an article 
had appeared in the Auckland "Ster" that I trought it might be a re
print of the "Manchester Guardian" one, and that I had asked Geoff 
Hockley to try and get me a copy. Well Geoff succeeded, as I fe lt 
aura he woul d. The paper is on its vey t o me by sea mail. In his 
l etter Geoff says , "It is as you tro ught a reprin t from the'Man ches ter 
Guru,dian", it's e tribute t o you that a Nev Zealand paper th ought it 
worth while featuring. It's a splendid articl e ond ycu have every 
reason to be proud of i t .• lfell, I certainly gc,t a good show, but 
vas even 100re please d because our fraternity in general was well in 
th e pic ture else. Geoff also says onother paper is en the way too , 
with an artic l e "The Fct Hero, Billy Bunter, Survives,• 

Thanks Geoff hands across the sea a@llin . 

Yours si ncerely, 

liFllii:RT I.WmIBY 

.............................. , .. ........ ... 11,11111 ........................ . 

"S. O.S." from "DOWN UNDIB" - The msnbers of "The Golden Hours Club" 
of Sydney , Australia, vi sh to obtain the follo,ing itsns - can you 
help? Details pl,..se to The Secreter/, Miss Eette Pate, 8 Day Street, 
Drumcoyne, New South Wales, .i.U3tralia. 
Boys Own - 1916, 1918 , 1920. Chums - 1892, 1895, 1912, 1914 t;.. 1915, 
1915, 1916. Detective Weekly - 2 , 4, Gens - 1064 to 1068, 1505. 
Ma;inete - 193/4, 798, 8 10,.Jlg:k 910, 913, 917 (2 copies) , 918/9, 
Nelson Lee (Old Series) - 267, 269, 286, 288/9, 290/1, 294, 
Penny Popular - 9, 69 . Rangers conttlning Grims:ade stories . 
Sexton !!lake Library (2nd Series) - 243, Story Paper Collector, 3, 8, 
10, 23 and Index t o Volume 2. T:-.rillers - 525 to 529 (incl.) 
l1iuon Jacka - 1179/00, 1237/8 , 1240 to 1243, 1251, 1253, 

FOR SALE - Some hundreds Lees (old series) and Onion Jacka . S • .i..E. 
wit h wents lists plea se. 
F. vmNO!i LAY, 167 WATFORD RO.AD, !WU!Oll, l!IDDLE3EX. 

* * * * it 
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conducted by JOOEPHINE PACKIIAN 
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E,22, 

In March Bl akiana I gave a list of UNION JACK titles for July 
to December, 1917. Unfortllr.ately however, for some unaccountable 
reason , I did in fact include June as well , In this issue wil l be 
found t he titles for January to May, 1917, which will of course 
coJJplete the year, 

I have already expressed T!1/I thanks t o Der ek Adley for his fine 
work in connection with "Frank Lelland" , but I take this opport unity 
of thankin g him 888in (and al so Bill Lofts), on behalf of all those 
r eaders who, l ike T!1/fSOlf, are inte rested in this side of t he Blake 
field, 

It is a l ong time sinc e Victor Colby's work appeared in these 
pages . I feel rathe r guilty about t his, because I received some 
articles from him qui t e a while ago. :iowever , I 8!11 putting t his 
right as from next month, 

JOOIE PACKMAII 

* * * * * * 
F!IE BIRT!!PL!CE OF SEl(TON BLAKE 

by Herbert Leckenby 

Bill Lofts , in his inte r esting article "Please Don' t Forget the 
Chef", in April Blakiana, gave some extracts from letters he had r&
cei ved from Mr. H. W. Twyman. In t hese Mr, Twyoon related some in 
triguing behind t he scenes happenin.;s whilst he was editor of the 
"Union Jack". 

Well, recen tl y I have als o had too good fortune to rec eive some 
extrei:iely interes t ing letters from l'.r. Twyman, and in one of t hese he 
made some con,nent s on something I had said in the C.D. some time back, 
In fairness to him I am giving the relevant paragraphs . 

"I suppose, " (you suggested pn p. 323 of November, 1953 issue) 
"it will ever remain an unsolved Tl1/fStery. " You were discussing t he 
matt er of the first Sext on Blake story ever to appear and whether t he 
UNION JA(l('S claim t hat this was in No, 2 of that paper , 4th May, 1894, 
was genuine on the part of t hose connected with the Union Jack; or 
whether t hey were wilfully concealing their knowledge that the ver i -
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table f'irSt Blske story appeared f'our months earli er in the MARVEL, 
t hereby flouting truth and stealing cr edit • 

.AB it happens that I am the only one pereon on ear t h who can 
give tha answer to that - an answer unluckily delayed four years by 
tl>a chan ce of circums t ance - I run writing this for t he record. 

I was edi t or of the U.J . when the erroneous claim was made, pel'
pretrating it in my editorial page of the 1, OOOth number as far as I 
can r eca ll, and perhaps on othe r c.ccasions too . But t hose I have fo :r,
gotten . However, in all instan ces it was l!lY actual belief that Sexton 
Blake ' s No. 1 was in ilo. 2 of U. J . 

There was a practical but mis taken reason for that belief . In 
expl a ining t he situation it should be emphasis ed t hat t he editorial 
routine of producing a pecked paper every week, with little assistance 
hardly leaves time for research. An edito r' s facilit i es are not those 
of the hi storian. 

But on t his 1,000th number occasion I did cons ult t he first U.J. 
volume, mainly for the purpose of obtaining t he first Bl ake cover for 
reproduction . While doing this I turned up what my predec essc r had had 
t o scy in No. 1 about his forthcom i ng attrac tion in No. 2. Regrettab ly 
I bave..."'"11 t copies of these pioneer issues handy at the moment ani can
not qu~t e verbatim , though perhaps one of your fellow coll ecto rs will 
be abl e to do so , incidentally shedding some li ght on t he earlies t 
Blake date questions and also on the literary origin of' Sexton Blak e 
himself . 

Again r e~ on memory, he described t he type of characte r 
thi s new detective was t o be, suggesting that he was modelled on the 
Sherlock Holmes of Mr. Conan Doyle . (This was of course before Holmes' 
create::- got his knighthood.) There was also other information , such as 
that the Onion Jack would never publi sh stories of a kind to encourage 
boys to run off with their employer s ' money, which I quoted in the 
1 , CXXlth llumber editoria l, but of which I l ikewise have no copy at hand , 
sc cannot be more precise. The acknowledgment of Sexton Blake• s 
literary paternity I judged it better not to empl,asise . 

Now the implication about all this is that I knew nothing of any 
previous appearance of Blake in the Marvel , which is t he f ac t. There 
was a volume of the Marvel on the swne shelf as Volume 1 of the Union 
Jack , but I doubt I ever even ha.,Jdled it . I was not intere sted in the 
119.rvel. So that tl>a asse rt ion - for which I alone was responsib l e -
that Blake first saw print in our No. 2 was a genuine asse rti on, I was 
motivated by no wish to claim false credit , and the late Walter Dexter ' s 
historic Marvel di scovery was as much a surprise to me as to collectors 
general l y. I was led astray by that editorial in No. 1. 
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I t was a cas e of pure ignorance - inexcusable except that hard
dri ven editors can only envy rather than emulate the leisured, schol 
ar l y approach of the collector, !lad i t been othe r wise in my case, 
this dark suspicion of fact-concealmmt and credit -taking would neve r 
have arism, but I am happy, even at this late stage , to be abl e to 
dissipate a mystery thot threatened to r emain for ever unsolved , 

• * * • 
THE FRANK LELL!IID MYSTERY 

Bill Lofts' article in last month's Blakiana , on the myste cy 
surrounding the ident it y of Frank Lelland, was of great interest to 
me, 

Like Bill , I myself had long been seeking the solution , and n<Jli 
t hat it was known t het this author's work was subtlitted through 
Ste phen .Aake's Literary Agency I f elt that a step had been CBde in the 
right direction , 

I now began to tackle the probl em from another angle, Firstly, 
I listed so1!18thing like 1 ,600 O. B.B. authors real nanes and pen- names; 

• I then extracted the names of all authors who I thought could possib ly 
have been the mystery man Fr ank Lelland , 

After much research I eliminated hundreds of these authors be-
~ cau.se of their rather limited experience , for I was accepting the 

Detective Weekly editor ' s state ment that Frank Lellsnd was a really 
well knew writer . 

After much delving into Who's Who, Authors Who' s Who, and many 
other such works , I had reduced my list to something like thirty 
authors, most of them well known and the major ity of them having a 
very varied experience . 

Eventually I got my mind set on one man, namely , A. M. Burrage , 
for he certainly seemed to me to have been capab l e of writing these 
st ories - he was, incidental l y , the author of "Poor Dear Es.r.:e" 
(published by Newnes in 1925), 

My next search was to find bis full name, the difficulty being 
that so many of these books li sted him simpl y as A. M. Burrage . 

Then at last I found his full name in a reference book in the 
library , and on seeing this I was positive that I was on the right 
track, for his name actually was Alfred Mc~ Burrage . 

I thougt.t then that I could possibly write to him and ask him if 
I was ri ght in 111/f assumption, and t o my greatest surprise - and t o 
clinch matters - I found his address given as: c/o Stephen Aske 
Li terarJ Agency, 
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Making a telephone call to this firm I spoke to the lll81la8'U' who, 

in the course of conversation, told me he was confident that this was 
t he tru e id entity of Frank Lelland . He told me tha t bis firm bad 
handled practically all of A. M. Burrage ' s mat erial and tha t it was 
indeed of a varied nature ; he also informed me t bat A. M. Burrage 
died about a year ago. 

For th> record here is a shor t extract from Who' s Who, 1914: 
".Alfred McLelland Burrage was born 1s t July , 1889, t he son cf 

Alfred Sherrington Bin-rage. lie began to vr i te and sel l stories while 
still at school, and at seventeen was for some time the yo\Ulgest pro
fe ssional autl<>r. He wrote article s, sto rie s snd poems for nearly 150 
publi:e.tiom including Strand, Pearsons snd Tatler ." 

Incide ntally , Alfred Sherrington Burrage we.s far some time edito r 
of "The Ymmg Englishmen " am also autho r of many of the Aldine "Robin 
Hood" stories . He sometimes wrote under the name of Alf Sherrington, 
which of course derived from his real n&me. 

This means that Alfred Mclelland Burrage was the nephew of the 
famous Edwin Ha;rcourt Burrage of "Ching Ching'' fan:e . 

DEREK Ari,E'i • 

* * * * 
!NS\l'll! TO Ml':!ORY TF.\SER 110. 11 (May, 1958 C.D.) 

The extrac t last month which featured Blake and Pedro c,ime from 
s.B.L. No. 313, issued in June, 1954. It was written by the well 
known writer BUGH CLEVELY, wl<> contributed elev en 3lake stories 
during the period 1952/1955 . 

To the best of the writer' s knowledge, this sto ry is ti» last 
one publ ished which mentioned Pedro. 

* • * * 
HOW'S YOUR MEMORY? - TEA.Sm Ne,, 12 

By E. V. Copeman 

These days apparently one of the prime demands by readers is 
that the stories they r ead should cont ain ac tion. To manbers of the 
Sexton Bleke Circle this isn't really anything new, because the Sexton 
Blake stories hsve been foun ded as much on action as t hey have en 
deduction or characterisa t ion . Therefore old -t imers shouldn •t have 
too much trouble iden t ifying the style of the author oi Ih~ story fran 
which the following four extracts a:re t aken. 
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No other cl ues except that he vas once a "toi,-line'r " in t he 
Bl ake vorl d and is s t ill alive - tho\l8h unfortunate ly not vri ting . 
And the yarn appeared in the ONION JACK. 

EX'm!CT NO. 1 (The opening paragraphs of the sto ry ). 
Anot her bulle t zipped through the already shattered vindow and 

buried itself in the plaster of the far vall. 
Sexton Blake , the celebra t ed crimino l ogist of Baker Street , 

heard the whine of the bullet unpl easantly close ti, his ear. He turn ed 
vi th a tho\l8htful smil e to his assistant. 

"Shooting at random, of course; but that one vas uncomforta bly 
near. I am beginning to think, my l ad , that this pl ace is intended 
to be a death trap . " 

EXTRACT No, 2 (Sti ll taken from Chapter 1) 
Blake and Tinke r have scrambl ed up thr0"8h a t rapdoor in the roof 

vi th the hope ot' eluding thei r prospective murderers. They have 
climlal to the top of a large vater tank fitted vi th a wooden cover. 

"On to that tank , " said Blake . "I t is our only chance . They'll 
search the ceiling vith the mschin&-gun," 

He vas right. 
Before a minute had passed, the house bel'"' was full of men and 

the ceiling of the upper floo r was di sappearing under the searilhing 
fire of tvo machin&-guns firing continuously . 

The bullets passed up through the plas t er and shat tered the 
t iling of the roof, which feel in sho,rers around them, Int the bullets 
ricochetted harmlessly from the bot tom of the tank , And apart f l'CGl 
the fact that they were compelled to breathe cl ouds of dust, t he 
detect i ves remained unscathed. 

EXTRACT NO. 3 (Taken from Chapt er 5) 
In different parts of the room a dozen men wer e watching Sexton 

Blake. Several of them were covering him, Some of the men there had 
personal r eason to hate the ereat detective. They had double reason 
to· fear him now that he knew of their associations vi th the murderous 
crook, 

The fear at the back of each man' a mind vas that he might fail 
to inflict a fatal injury, 

Blake ood a name for swif t reprisals. Not ori ous gun,nen of th e 
underworl d had attempted Blake ' a life before. The underworld knew 
what had happened to t hem. Any man woo fired and missed vas goin8 
to drop to the floo r with Bl ake 'a bul l et through his brain , · 

It was not a time wren Sext on Bl ake could af ford to be squeamish , 
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He would shoo.t to kill, and llhen Blake shot to kill there vas a fmeral. 

EXTRACT NO. 4 (Stil l in Ch.:l1·ter 5 - and giving the "li&-direct" to the 
present-<lay edit ori al clai;n that th e Blake sto ri es needed "pepp~izp!" 

The attack mat er iali sed exact ly as Blake had suspected. His 
imagination shoved him the vai tin g gunman; the heavy oosh raised in the 
air above hi s head. 

He jud,!ed to an inch or so the location of the almos t noiseless 
footstep upon the boards behind him, 

Be moved his head so little t ha t the lif~preserver t ouched his 
ear and in its descent. 

Ila threw himself backwar ds; and as he fell, s pun round so tha t 
his fece came t o the floc r. 

As his hand touched the floo i- he rebounded and sent his tv<. 
hundred pounds of bone and muscl e hurtli ng tovards t he doorway . 

Well, what was the nane of the yam and who vrcte it? 

• * * • * 
UNION JACK TITLES - YEAR 1917 (JANUARY - MAY) 

No. 691 The Mark of t he Thumb .... .. ... ..... . .... ........ .... ...... . ..... A. Blair 
No. 692 The Sunken Schooner (Yvcnne and Rymerl... . ............... G. H. Teed 
No, 693 The Clue of the Bowl er Hat .. M. Osborne : 
No. 694 The Lost Journalist ....... W. M. Graydon 
No. 695 The Mystery of the l'issing l'lan~ r . .R. Murray 
No. 696 The Treasurer of Sonova (Losely ) . . ... C, llayter 
No. 697 The Broken Span (JiJll Potter) . .. ... .. .. .G. H. Teed 
No. 698 A Case of Arson (The Bat} .. . ... . ........ . ...... R. Murray 
No. 699 The Stolen Fact ory (Lawless) A. Murrsy 
No. 700 Sexton Blake in Armenia .. ...... .. ..... ........ ... .. . 'rl. M. ~don 
No. 701 The Bla ck Rat (Yvonne and The Black Rat) .... .......... G, H. Teed 
No. 702 The Typewriter Clue. ......... .. ......... !. Blai r 
No, 703 The Emerald Necklace .. .. .... . G. H. Teed 
Ne, 704 The Mystery of Call Six .... .. .......... . .... R. Murrs.v 
Ne. 705 The )ly-stery of Fallov side Fam .. ... . .. A. Murrs.v 
No. 706 The Crest of the Flo od (Yvonnel... G. H. Teed 
No. 7(11 The Opium Smugglers (Black Rat) ......................... G, H. Teed 
No. 708 The GrJ..lllSdale Abbey Afflilr (H. Begge) ........... !. Murray 
Nr . 709 The Two Imposte rs ( The Bat ) .... .. .......... .R, Murray 
No. 710 At the Ful l of the Moon (Marie Galantel... ............. G, H. Teed 
No, 711 The Great Off ice Mystery (Kestr el) _ . .. ............. L, Jackson 
(Number 691 i s dated 6th Jan, 1917, and Number 711 i s dated 26th Ma,y, 

1917 . )-
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LATE HOO - Further to the Sexton Bl oke film mentioned last month, 
~s has had t t,, pr ivilege of seeing it in produotion and he 
repo r ts there have been changes in t he cast to those previow, l y 
announced in the newspspers and film 1Jl1188Zines, and the leadin8 players 
,ill be: 

Sexton Blake - Geoffrey Toone 
Tinker - Richard Burrell 

Paul a - Jill Milford 
Sw,an - Barbara Shelley 

The film is adapted from II. Howard Baker's "Crime is my Business" 
which was published in the Sexton Blake Library. 

It was produced by Delts Films, and directed by Franc i s L, 
Searle . 

It is now finis hed and .ill be r eleased in the autumn. Look for 
it . 

100 S.O.Ls. S. A. E, Lists . "Boys Pocket Li braries" . A.litiUAIS "Young 
England" V~. nv . "Briti sh Boys" "Herbert Strangs" ~ye ar) 
"Storyland" "Chatterbox" 1900, 1917, 1925, 1928. "Champi on" 1933 , 
'Boys Own Paper• 1911, 1934 Xmas Argosy. 1912 "Child ' s Compsnion" 
(Cbristmss Number). "Munsey's MB8azine" 1919, l!undreds pages, All 
above 11/6 each. 
Western Story 1929. "Big Book West ern • 1934. "More Bad Boy Memories" 
"Family Friend Annuals" 1902 - 6 7/ 6 each . Pre-war "Rovers" 
"Skippers " 11Adventures" "Vcl.iant" ,,Hotspur" 11Bl uebi rd11

, 

"Diamond Li braries" Paper and Annuals. 
WA.'ITED bound "!'.aijllets" - "Greyfriars" - s.o.Ls. 
LAwroJ:iSON, 44 BLEAK !IlL1 ROAD. ST, HELlli ' S, LA.IICS. 

WANTED: S. O. Ls. 9 , 40 , 58, 157. als o mint replacements .2!!1:L f or 
48, 55, 57, 62, 66, 67, 68, 81, 185, 198, 211, 226, 227, 228, 234 , 235, 
292, 304, 319, 328, 411. 
T. ·,i , IQRTER, OLD FIELJ:6, CRADLE! HEATH, STAFFS. 

IIA.~TED: Sexton Blake Libs. 1st and 2nd Ser ies - any r.umbers. Also Un
ion Jacl:s 1917 to 1933. Boy's Friend Libs . 1st Seri es No. 669 . 2nd 
Series No. 79. 
JCSIE PAC!O!AN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S.E . 22, 



HAMILTON IANA 
comoiled by HFlUlEllT LECKENBY 

TimE NAMES AGAIN. Frank Vernon Lay has s en t me a cutting from the 
Jarrow Observer , May 8th . It states that }ir. Horace Thomas Ralph Coker 
was charged wi th a mot oring ~ffence for ·, r.ich he was fined £2 and his 
l i cence endor sed . fir. Coker asked for l eeve t o appeal and this was 
grant ed . 

And, acc ording to anothe r cutting from Frank Case , the r e ' s a firm 
cf cha rtered acc ountants a t Horl ey named - Vern on Smith and Co! 

* * * 
·1 am als o ind ebted to Frnnk for t he l oan of J ohn }lacadam' s new 

tock "The l•;acadam Road". On page 18 th er e 's t his intere s ting par . 

"Tm Gem and Hagnet were absolute ly taboo in my home, and I bad 
t o catch up with Tom Merry and Harry Wharton on th e hill behind the 
house or in bed wit h a lethal candle und er the blankets at night. I 
coped with that situa ti on all ,i g.'lt and even now, at the turn of the 
years , I will quote you from St. J im 's or Greyfriars wi th almost as much 
facility as the le.ta great Ian Mackay could. Many a time I coul d s t op 
a homeric tirade fr om him in a Pres s Club argument by fixing him with 
th e nearest I could ge t t o a ste ady lo ok saying "Harry Wharton pushed 
back his cuffs • . •• • • and suiting the acti on to the word . That would 
al ways stop I an ." 

Dear old Ian l'.ackay ! No Hamil t onia., wo saw it wil l ever fo r
get t hat whimsical deli ghtful art i cle he wrote for the News Chronicle. 
He was ind eed one of us. 

John Macadam's book i s a jo ll y good one on all so rts of sports. 

Dear Mr. Leckenby, 

* * * * * 
LIBLIE AYRE TELLS A GOOD STORY 

THE EVENil lG NEWS 

5th May, 1958 . 

Very many thanks for t he Jub il ee number of Collecto r' s Digest -
which, I 'm glad to say , did arrive sa fe ly this ti. me! It was most 
kind of you t o gc to so much tr ouble to get another copy. 
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Yes, I bave alV8J'8 been 811 enthusiastic f ollower of t he happen
ings st Greyfriers 8Ild those ot her echolsstic establishments , from the 
doys vben I used to vait anxiously for the nevsasent 's shop t o open 
on publication ~. Your li ttl e book, which revives so many memories , 
has gi. voo .., a great deal of pleasure during the week-end , 

You might be inte rested in one li t t l e story about Cbarlee Ham
ilton .. . .. I once asked him if be kept a card-ind ex of the cmracte :r
istics of the gr eat many personalities vho people bis stories. His 
811SWer was brief and to the point: "Do .'l!!J:! keep s card-index of your 
friends?" He is a remarkabl e old cbap and vhen I spoke to him a week 
or two ago he vaa , I 1m glad to eay, in fine heal t h and spirits. 

Kindest re gards to you, and again, T!I:f warmest t hanks. 

Yours sincerely, 

L&SLIE AYRE 

••••• 
FOR YOOR .t,Mt&i)!mT 

Here '• the clever problem squerss compiled by Gerry Alli son -

N H c E E I D v E R 

s u R H F L L 0 s 0 By moving fro m letter t o 

G I y R E R N B L 
letter, adjacent of course, 
horizo ntsl lY, vertical l y or 

F E R B . R E L E 0 N diBBOnallY, you can get six -

T N D 0 R N v y A T 
teen names by usill€ all the 
hundred letters, once only . 

G I ll E II E L B H R To make it easier , they are 

B N L D H M u u E ... al l members of ti.. Greyfr isrs 
Remove. Surnil!les only. 

I u L p s 0 N T .I. R I '11 le t you know vhat they 
B ll y E E 0 D T N M ere next month. 

L E D N F L D u T 0 

* • * • • 
oo •s BE coNTRov»ISUL 

(In this series , Eric Fayne t ouches on certain matters of interest t o 
stud ents of the Hamilton :papers. lie gives his own view superficially. 
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If you will vri te t o him, expressing your opinio ns on t he t opic s he 
discusses , he will SU!Slnari se readers ' views in a future iss ue . ) 

No. 15 DID ANY OF THE smus OVERSTAY TlIBll! llELCO~lE? 

A s i gh , tinged wi t h regret , was a very differe nt thing from a 
s:4;11 of r eli e f at t he end af a ser ies. A good variety artist l eaves 
the s t age while hi s audience iB still demanding more. In my viev , a 
good se r :µ,s shoul d do the seme. 

Up t ill abou t the end of 19}4, _many of the series seemed to form 
a long seri al, vith the plo t and characterisation being carried furt her 
with each succeeding ins t alment; l a t er, the main plot vas ske tched in 
the opening .sto ry , and subsequent yarns of the series each presented an 
episode, complete in itse lf , in connection wit h the main plot, For 
ins t ance , if you read one story fro m t he midcle of the 1925 Barry 
Wharton, Rebel , se r ies, ( 10 weeks) , you would be anxious to obtain the 
earlier and the later yarns of th e se r ies in order to learn vhat had 
l ed up to the situa t ion and vhat had happened after . One story alone 
wGuld be sadly unsatisfyin g . But if you read one story from , say , 
the Caffyn series (9veeks) or th e Carter se r ies (12 weeks), you would 
find an episode almost complete in i t self ., No doubt thiB policy had 
i ta advantages, but it also had drswback s which I have not the space 
to consider here . 

Whether or not a series overstayed its welc ane dqended on wheth .er 
t he subject matte r appealed to the reader . If some of t he stories 
seemed padded and the episodes contrived, merel y to spin out the series, 
t hen tha t seri es was cl early overstayin g its welcome. Length a l one 
could not make a good series , but it "'8rred one or t wo of t hem. 

I greatly enjoyed every yarn of the 16 week Hollywood series , 
but i t may '>ave seec,ed to o long for th ose who preferred the boys in 
t he school set t ing. The 11 lfeeks China se ri es did not seem a word 
t oo long , because it was packed with i nc ident and ever-changing l ocal 
col our, and the suspense was bui lt up t o a mighty and satisfying 
climax . 

By contras t, t he 8 weak Putnam Ven Duck ser i es was fa l'-f et ched 
end ra t her absurd; llhich woul d not have mattered had cln r acterisation , 
incident , end dial ogue been attr active . In 8 veaks i t overstayed i t s 
welcome, though it might have got by with sho r ter presentation . 

The 14 week Smedley series was so beaut if ul ly constructed and 
handled tha t it could not f ail to ri ng the bell , in spite of , end not 
because of , its great l ength. But in the 16 week Mr . Lambe se r ies of 
1939-40 , ke en in t eres t in t he ear l y ta l es of th e s eries was apt t o giv e 
pla ce to impat i ence as t he t h01110 dragged on and on. 
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The Silverson series was the only very lo ng· one in the las t 18 
years of the Gem. This was a new version of the Smedley plot, it 
ran for 17 weeks , am, good th ough i t was, it suffered from repetition 
and there was just a suggestion of contriVW1ce to spin out the ser ies. 
It never built t o a grand cliJ:lax (as it could have done) to justify 
its great length, and one f elt that, in real life, Silverson, l ike Mr. 
Lambe, would have been exposed much sooner for the crook he vss . 

On the other hand, the Gem• s 8 week Old Bus series had no plot 
at all, its charming sequences being only linked by the shining Thames 
from Kin89ton t ~ Oxford. ',lhen the series ended , every reade r must 
have been sqrry to see it l§l, llhich wes just as it should be! 

Would such wonderful yams as "Bought Honours" or that peir 
a bout t he Mysterious 'X • have been i.Jllproved had they been extended 
tv oover a long series? It's possible, but I wouldn 't bank on it,. 

I enjoyed most of the very long series , but, genel'!llly speaking, 
I think that 8 weeks was l ong enough for any series . If a theme was 
none too appealing, as I found the Crocker ser ies ( 11 weeks) and the 
Warren series ( 12 weeks) , then there wes always a risk that, even if 
the plot was not exhausted before the end , the r eader ' s patience might 
be , 

It's just my point of view. llhst ' s yours. 

* • * * 
CO!ffll.OVOOIAL l'X)IIOJ;S 

!10. 13 WHY DID '.ll!E GEM' S CIRCULAl'ION IilOP AFTER 1914? 

ROGER JENKl!IS wri tea: "The drop in the circulation of the Gem in 
white cover days is somethin8 of a mystery, l·\y first impulse is to 
suggest that it wae caused by too =h attention to minor characters 
but the Magnet wae doing l!l\lCh the Slllile at the time. , 

It may be that lxlo many new characters were being introduced; 
Grundy, Trimble and Manners Minor had arrived at the end of the blue 
cover era , while Racke, Clive, Levison minor, Cardew and Wildrake 
were the oore prominent newcomers of white cover days. \lben it iB · 
realised that the St. Jim's sto ri es were curtailed even more severely 
than the Greyfriars ones at the time, L think it can be seen that the 
St . Jim's scene was undergoing a radical transformation which could 
not fail to alienate some of those who remunbered and preferred the 
old order . 

I think that th e period from mid- 1921 to mid-1923 which I like 
to call the Indian Sumer of the Gem) was its finest hour, and because 
of this I can regard the re-organisation of the white cover days as 



not wholly 1188teful," 

GEORGE SELLARS vri tea: "I beli9Ve the decline started vhen the Gem 
v8" reduced in sue from 32 pages to 16 pages, exactly half its nomal 
size. I honestly believe the grand old paper maintained its usual high 
standard to the end of its blue covers, and probably for a while during 
the white oovers. .ls a matter of fa ct, I consider 1915 one o! the 
Gem •s vintage years - 3 double numbers in one year must be a record for 
a,q paper . 

Reynolds """ a grand artist, second only t o Macdonald, as he 
proved hillself with hia excellent portraits in the St. Jim ' s Gallery. 
To Stlll up briefly I believe the war, and Tom Merry ani. Co. taking a 
back seat for new charact ers to appear during 1917- 18, ware the main 
r e8"ons for t he decline in the Gem's circulaticn.• 

ERIC FAYNE vri tea : "The reduction in size, the poor quality paper, 
too cramped printing, occa.9ioned by the pro longed var, ware not the 
re8"0ns for t he ea.. falling behind the Jla8net, for the Jla8net sufferei 
equally fran tro pe.per shortage . 

Discussing this matt er further, Ro.,ar and I came to the conclus
ion that it """ far easier to write a Greyfriars substitute story than 
a similar one of St, Jim' s . For some reason or other, the Magnet 
substitute.s do not grate on the nerves quite so dr8"tically as those 
in the Gem. It could be , therefore, t hat the Gem suffered more than 
the Magnet from publ i shing so many sub stories. 

Don 'i/ebster suggested t hat the eclipae of the Ge,;: may have been 
due to the early Tom llarry tales appeariI>g in t he Penn,y Popular. 
Personally, I think this very unlikely indeed . 

My own opinion , as I have stated before, is that the new policy 
ef white cover days did not meet with general approval, and the cir
culation drop was the result. In passing, what a beautiful metaphor 
that is of Roger's when he calls the 1921- 1923 period the "Indian 
S\ll!lller" of th e Gem. 

* ... * * * 
DO YOO RD!EMBm? By Roger 111 J enkina 

No. 29 - Gema 9§!t991 (s.o,L. 214) 

So often did the Gem feature a series revolving around Talbot 
and an old acquaintance of lµs from days long 880 that it came aa a 
pleasant surprise when, early in 1927, a Talbot series vas published 
which featured no extraneous charaoters at all t 

Talbot and Crooke were cousins, and their uncle, Colonel wn,Jon, 
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liked Talbot as much as he disliked Crooke. Readers who remembered 
"The Bousemas ter ' s Home caning' ' of the previous decade knew that 
Colonel Lyndon had become Talbot ' s guardian in orde r t o make amends 
for t l,e wey he had treated his sister, Talbot 's mother, in the pu,t . 
There was nothin8 that the Colonel woul d have denied Talbo t. 

When the series com:nenced in Gem No. 9BB Crooke was discovered 
heavily in debt to Bill Lod&eY, to the tune of £50. In desperation 
he turned to Talbot, who agreed to ask the Colonel far the money, a 
request whi ch was later granted. In the meanwhile , however , Crooke 
came in to possession of the key to Mr. Rail t on I s des k and could not 
resist the temptation to abst ract the necessary money from the house 
funds . The theft was later discovered, since Crooke had been unable to 
find the key again in order to r eplace th e money, and suspicion fell 
on Talbot whose request far .CSO from his uncle had become known. Tho 
remainder of the series was devote d to sorting out the m,ystery . 

The sari es was well above average , and the novel ty of a theme 
depending upon the re l ationship between Talbot and Crooke was a di s t
inct advantage. Even ao - the anomalous position which Talbot 
occupied at St. Jim's could not be glossed over , and was well e:,:empl
ified in the following passage: -

"Tom Merry did not doubt - he would never have allowed 
himself to doubt. Talbo t was hi s chum; and Tom was 
not l ikely t o doubt his chum' s honour. But he l ooked 
tro ubled and dismayed as his search fsiled to find 
Talbot in t h! House. And Manners and Lowther ex
cbanged some very uncol!lfortable glances as they 
accompanied Tom in his search . " 

I was not unknown far the Fistical Four or the Famous Fiv e to 
disagree, and there was an occasion when Jimmy Silver's advocacy on 
Oswald' s behalf once led to a rift in the lu t e. But nowhere else •as 
one member of a Co. persistently more friendly with an outsider and 
to t he exclusion of his old companions. The unity of the Terrible 
Three suffered a grevious blow when Talbot arrived, and Tom Merry's 
persistent trust in Talbot (a trust which Nanners and Lowther were 
not always able to ahare) served as a constan t reminder t hat the old 
o.'der had changed . Whether the new scheme of things was an improv &
ment is a quSBtion that must be left t o th! readers to decide . 

* * * * * 
Nov here •a another contrib uti on from t he Midl and Cl ub •s "Grey

friars Herald . n 
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A CHANCE EllCOUllTER 
BY Mont;y Newl and ( Ted Dave:y) 

It ' s a small worl d r eally, snd chance enc owters wit h old fri ends 
occur f ai rly often , so that what could be mor e natural than that Inky 
of Greyfriars, and ti.. Swell of St . Jim ' s should each have arranged a 
visit to London, quite unknow to the other, and then meet fac e to fa ce? 

uBai. Jove, it 's Inky 11 exclaims Gussy. "Evw are you, deah Boy?" 
"The pleasurefulness at seeing your esteemed and radiant counten 

ance is t ruly t e ttific, absurd and na tty friend of my youth . How do 
you do?" return t he Nab.ob of Bhanipur with e. dusk;}' grin. 

"I tvust t hat o.11 a re wall , and tl>.at Che,n;y has wecovewed fro m 
t hat spwain he sustained in too In tOl'-S cbools match with us las t Wed
nesday?" enquired Gussy. 

"The recove rf ulness of honourable and esteemed Bob is tettific -
in fact , t.'>l estimab l e sine qua non , " replies Hurree Jamset Ram Singh, 
in bis inimi tab l e English. 

"But bsi Jove , it weslly was a wippin ' game," went on Gussy , "al
though, do you know, deah boy, I weall y tho\18ht at first tha t I should 
not enjoy i t. I was not weally satisfied with t he cwease the tailah 
had re de in my new flannel s , llowevah i t didn ' t weal ly affec t my game 
after all , and bai Jove , wasn 't it a near thing as after all we only 
l ost by wtm vtm.?11 

"The photofulness of the exci tin;; and absurd fi nish to the 
esteemed Bett l e Royal was truly te rr ific . Al thollgh I am bound to say 
that as far e.s you men were concerned the luckfulness t o the esteemed 
and ce l ebrate d mugs ·,as te ITific , as esteemed and ludicrous English 
p..,..overb woul d sa:y . 11 

"Oh wt.ts" retorted Gussy, "Howevah Inky deah boy , it has been a 
great plee.sah seeing you, but, Bai J ove , " added Gussy, glancing a t bis 
watc h , "Excuse me deah boy, but I must fly as I have a vewy impor tan t 
engaganen t with my Hatt ah in a few minutes . Goodbye. " 

"Gocdbye, my esteemed a!Xl natty Gussy , " returned Inky, and with 
t his th ey went on their respective w:.ys. 

N. llN I I NA MN IN I If• N N ll IN M WN lfJI N N N N NW N JI I JI*-•***************'•*****°************* 
WA."lTED URGENTLY - I off er 10/ - eac h for any copy of Chips fro m Janu,..ry, 
1916 t o Oct ober 28th , 1916. In good condi t ion . 
IJXJNARD PACKMAN, V ARC!lDALE ROAD, EAST !l!LWIC!i, LONDOII, S. E.22 . 

FOR SALE - Collect ors' Digest , Nos. 1-24 (l acking No, 3) Loose i ssues 
good condi ti on. f2/2/0 post paid. L. STONE, 28 ELGIN STREET, GORlX>N, 

N,S.11. AUSTRALIA. 



8/d .Boys Book 01ub 
LONIXlN SlimION 

The Ma.Y rendezvous was at Hume House, Ee.st Dul.rich, where 
incidently the two never tX> be for gotten visits of &ivy Searles 
Brooks took pl ace. Despite the l ack of public transport el even 
members attended , everyone present co-operated to mske great the 
success of the meeting, inclu:ling the hosts, Len and Josie Paclanenl . 
We disposed of a very varied agenda, qui. te a lot of decisions were 
taken including that of accepting Horace Robert:,• kind invita t ion: to 
Mve the June meetin8 at his resi dence at Streatham 1 on Sunday 22nd. 
Len Packman I s Christian Name quiz was a good one and the four sec ti ons 
were won by too foll C>fing:- Greyfriars and Rookwood by Eric 
Lawrence, St. Frank ' s by Bob Blythe, Sexton Blake by Joaie Packman, 
and fo r the St . Jim • s section both Eric Lawrence and Bob \lhi ter were 
first. The ' Grand' winner was Eric Lawrence , a very worthy perform-

• ance indeed. Roger Jenkins gave a very good reading from "Ri vale and 
Chums." Testing those present on a list of ti tl es of tlE 22 Bunter 
books issued sew Eric Lawrence and Bob Whiter give the most. Truly 
a vary good meeting vi th a happy wind up round at number 'El. 

ffi!CLE .BE!\JAl!lll 

* • * 
IIOR'i!lllUi S&:Tlal HElll'ING - 11.lY 10th . 1958 

Perhaps a little quiter than of late, nevertheless a very enjoy 
able meeting . Bill Williamson, for his first full svening in the 
chair got off t o a good start for he extended a cordial welcane to 
still another new member , Frank Hancock of Crossgates. It was plainly 
eviden t that Frank felt at home straiBbt 8>fr,y. 

The Chesterfiald meeting vi th Midland came up for discussion 
880,in. I t is almcst certain that this will be on June 29th . lie are 
hoping for even a bigger gathering than last year, and the presence. 
of King Sol in the town of the Crooked Spire . 

Then Roger Hodgson took over to gi. ve his talk on "The Paci<-
. saddle Bunch, " an account of the quainte s t of all the Hamil ton School> 
So interesting was it that there •s likely to be a demand fo r tile Gm.' s 
cootaining the s t ori es by those who have not read t hem. Foll owed a 
reading by Gerry Allison of an essay "Bunter the Boy Detective " 
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wri tten by a pupil of Cyril Bank' s daughter, Christine . This caused 
eonsiderable amusement. Immature, and naive of cours e, he had only 
read one Bunter book, yet it showed be had the idea. He had been cute 
enough to note that though Bunter thought nothill8 about stealing tuck 
he would not steal money . To close tbe evening Gerry Alli son gave us 
a name building game. I t was very cleverly compiled so much that I 
decided to use it in Hamil toniana so that all can have a go. 

Next meeting - June 14th - Ladies' Ni¢,t. 

~T w::KENBY 
Northern Section Correspondent • 

.. * * 
MlDLAIID SJOCTION !Wlr!NG - April 28th. 1958 

Despite the fact that the "Greyfriars Jubilee Challenge Cup" was on 
vie1t, only twelve of the old bri gade were present for this special 
tccasion . Illness and business calls as usual. 

We are gla d to hear J ack Ingram i s himsel f again but were very 
disappointed be was unable to tum up 1D take his usual place at the 
head of the table. Fortunately Jack Corbett was on hand to deputise 
and also to give us a very intersting account of tbe history of the 
Club. He brought along some very fine cuttings from the local papers 
t o illustrate early highlights of the Club which he himself fo:noed 
awff!J back in 1951. The first meeting of what the "Bi:noinghem Mail" 
thought fit to call the "Billy Bunter Club was hel d at the Queen's 
College on April 17th , 1951, when 20 enthusiasts attended." This 
inaueural meeting was followed by a dinner at the "International 
c.intre·'. In the October of that year Mr. C. ii. Chapn,m, the illust 
rator of tbe Ma,i;net, came along to give the new Club a )>oost. This 
was followed by a magnificent Christmas party. The monthly meetings 
were being held at the Townsend Club in Snow Hill. The first A.G.M. 
saw a re-shuffle of the Officers and difficulties vi th 1he Clubroom 
necessita ted a mcve to tm Chambers of Commerce. About this time the 
Club was honoured with a second visit by c. B. Chapman who brought 
along with him Mr. c . M. Down, one time editor of the Compenion papers, 
From July 1954 to !'.arch 1955 the Club held tmir meetings in ths Chair
man• s office in Hill Street . Then another move to the palatial pl'Qll 

ises of another member of that time, Mr. Jo hn Handley , in Suffolk St, 
A happy time was spent there till August , 1956, when certain events 
beyond our power, forced us hack 1188in to our present acco111nodation 
in the Chambers of Commerce, Amongst meny pleasing anecdotes of this 
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interesting account of t he Midland Club' s history , i t was specially 
brought to the assembl ed company's noti ce tha t our vortJ\y Treasurer , 
Norman, had never missed one single meetin g fro m the L'>ception. A 
fine r ecord indeed. Many f oundation members were present and supported 
tl>l Chairman at various stsges with apt r emrks . The suppcrting item 
was a tal k on "Cliff Bouse•, a change fro m Greyfriar.a . This was in 
th e harxls of the Secretary, and went down very well ., · 

'Ihe l sa t it em vsa Jack Corbet t ' s contribution to the win.'ling 
Greyfriar 's Herald - Quelcby' s Mad Time. Enough said (it helped to 

win the Cup)· HARRY BROOTER - Secretary . 

* * • 
MERSEYSIDE S!X:TICN l·:s.:TING - SUNDAY I l'.AY 4t h. 

The May meeting of t l>l Merseyside Branch opened to a flying start 
af ter the Chai.n:lan had giv en us the financ i al position. A discussion 
was soon under way re~ the character, good or othen,ise, of 
llazeldene . It seemed to all present that there ll8S ver y lit tl e to say 
in his favour . 

• A letter was tl>ln r ead by tl>l Secretary from Bette Pate, of 
t he Australian Branch O.B. B.C. , aptly named "The Golden Hours Club ." 
Direct contac t has been made wit h them, and our best wish es go t o our 
fellow members in Australia . AB was arranged a t the April meet in8 ve 
split up into three teru:is, Greyfriars, St . Jim ' s and St. Frank's , f or 
th e firs , round of our new series of competit ions. Great credi t must 
~ to Frank Unwin for the very fine vork he has put int o meking a 
coloured char t to mcord t he progress of thi s competition. The f ir s t 
part was quite simple , but new - a "spelling bee" based on words from 
Old Boys Books . Quit e a few pc into were dro pped as we pondered over 
the question es to whethe r some words ended with an 'E', or if they 
had en ' B' near the beginning . Result - Greyfriars 9, St. Jim's 8, 
St. Frank's 6. 

Following on at once was Don Webster ' s r eading of en or iginal 
s t ory by himself, gi vill8 en account of t he football match between the 
Greyfriars Junior Team arxl t he Merseyside Br6llch O.B. B.C. There was 
great l aughter at Don' s account of the ca tch. Sorry t o say we l ost 6-1. 
Tea and library business followed and we then tackled Frank Unwin ' s 
non Book Club Quiz. It was quite a probl em to iden t ify the names of 
some twenty well known characters from their photo . Very inter es t ing 
this, and well won by George Rile y. At our June meeti ng the motion 
"That we suffer from too much Bunter" will be debate d, and on this 
Sunday we hope to have a visit from two or three of our Midland friends. 
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This will be a special meeting end we esk all members tc arrive 
promp.tly a t 5.45 p.m. Date - 8th June. 

NOOl·iAN PRAGJIELL 
Secretary , 

Merseyside Br anch O.B. B.C. 

II NNNNIII NN.lllf NNltN*'** .......... NIINNIIN IBIIINIMIN•NNNINJtllNIJINNII I IINNNINNNNIINllltN 

W~-JTED - Green Copy cf Young Felica Tales - deal ing with Prince Pippin 
arui"Mi,dcap Ma~. Reasonable Price Plea se . 
P. J. LAFFEY (Ners eyside O.B.B.C . ) 102 ANTOi'lIO STREE'I', LI'ill\ POOL 20. 

7/- EACH OFFERED f or f oll owing numbers of the Magnet {or exchange for 
certain !!os. between 800 end 950 or for S . O. Ls . ) 950 , 958 , 960, 962 , ~ .~ . - .~.• .m.m,m,m. • .•.• .m,m, 
993, 994, 997, 1005, 1008, 100'), 1011, 1015, 1035, 1062, 1083 , 1088, 
1089 , 1090 , 1091, 1092, 1096, 1100 , 1108, 1111, 1112, 1116, 1118 , 1119, 
1121, 11<1; 1128, 1129, 1132, 1135, 1138, 1140 , 1142, 1143, 1144, 1146, 
1147, 1149, 1158, 1175, 1179 , 1188 , 1191, 1193, 1194, 1203, 1204, 1235, 
1239 , 1244, 1245, 1247, 1257 , 1277 , 1278, 1300. 
5/ - EACH OFFERED for fo ll owing numbers of the Gem: 1320, 1321, 1322, 
1325, 1327, 1}48, 1367, 1538, 1565 . 
D. BROYD, 10 BEAN ROAD, BEXLEYHEATII, KENT. 

S . B. L. REVrrWS 

JUNE 1958 

Nine O' cl ock Shadow (No,._jQZ) .. .. ......... Ja ck Tr evor St oey 

This i s the stc cy of several drama tic hours in the life c f Harry 
Jukes , the pr es ent day t ype of playboy whose sol e objec t in life seems 
t o be the pursuance of the noisy excitement to be der iv ed from th e 
var i ous groups of jive , rock 'n ' r oll end skiffie , sc popular 8"'0ngst 
our teenagers. According t o t he way you react t o youths of Juke ' s 
t ype you may wonder if it was worth all the trouble Sext on Blake t ook 
t o esta blish hi s inn ocence of t1>e terrib l e crime of which he was 
charge d . But of course , it was because somewhere at large roemed the 
r eal murderer, who was qui t e cont ent t o see another hanged for his 
crime. Jukes was unvorthy of the l ove of a girl like Jenny Beet on, 
and it was due to hi s vanity and desire to show off before her that 
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led him first to the dock on a charge of kil l ing a policeman on the 
public highway , and from t here to the condEl!liled cel l , So hopeless 
is his defence that defending counsel gives up the ghost lo ng before 
the verdic t . But Blake has uneru,y doubts as to t he justice of it . 
Yet the task of proving Juke's inno cence proves near ly too much even 
for hie. 

Here ' s Jack Trevor Story with a change of sty l e and a difference 
in mocd, a trans f ormation so effect ive as to prompt the question : I s 
this the best Blake he has yet done? l\y answer is a def inite yes. 
Strongly reCOIIllllended. 

Rating .. ___ Excellent. 

* * * 
Crime is my Business ( No, 400 ) ....... 'II. Howard Baker 

Brigh t en was front page news not so lon g ago ; it hi ts the head
line s agnin here . It begins with the murder of 60 off icial of th e 
1/estern Europe .Military Authority by 60 agent of the al l powerful 
Syndicate. In its war against nstionalism the Syndicate~ present 
objecti ve is drug Sl!IIJ8gling. Particularly the tru th drug - neuroicyc i a. 
The by,notic therapy of the dru g with its life giving proper ti es has 
given new hope and opene d up new ooss ibili ties f or many crippled 
chi l dren. It also affects the workings of the brain in such lll!IIlller 
es t o render it impossib l e fo r its owner to speak witt.o ut telling the 
absolute truth at all t imes . But when t he Syndica te through the med
ium of t heir numer ous agen t s star t to steal huge consienments of the 
drug the security of the nation becomes gravely threatened , and , in
evitably , produc t ion of i t is ordered to cease . Blake's job i s t c 
discover t ;,e identity of the top man representing t he Syndicate 
operating in the ares of llEl"oA. 

How Blake makes use of the drug in ord er to do this mkes bot h 
a fitting and WDUSing climax . Incid ent ly, this is t he novel on which 
the f orthcoming Sexton Blake film is based, and to which Pete r Nobl e 
was referring in hi s t alk in the Sunday Aft ernoon B.B .C. feature 
Movie- go-Round t hree or four weeks ago . 

Films of t he old Blake were hardly a success ; thi s sto ry sho ul d 
go a long way to resto r ing the balance . 

Rating . . ................... Ver y good 

IULTER WEBB 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Nostnw, 328 Stocktom Lane, York, 
Phone: 25795 
* * * * * 

Unfortunately, some of Jim Cook' s closing notas had to be oi:J.tteJ 
last month owing to space diff iculties , but as they are so interesting 
I am givin g thas this month. 

In addition , I am also carrying on with some of our resident 
corr espondent's latest gossip from St. Frank ' s. Kore readers tell me 
hOlf absor bing and n ostalgic they find the se peeps behind the scenes . 

Herewit h , then, the continuation fran the Yiay l etter. 

Al tho\l8h I heard nothing during the night I understand the ala.rm 
was raised, a fire having been in Study B. 

This study belongs to Gore-,-earce and was on my list to visi t 
next as I to ld you in my last letter. Well, as there appears t o be 
some demsge which will necessitate red ecorating the room throughout my 
invitation will have to be postponed . 

Gore-Pearce , Hubbard and '!'eddy Long were s.-oned to the Head to 
explain 1<hy such a large fire had been left in the grate after they 
had gone to bed. Ai, the rug in front had been destroyed it was assumed 
a live piece of coal had fallen out and set fire t o i t. 

'!'he usual practice is for the boys to rake out their fire gra t es 
on retiring, It was obvious the occupants of Study B had not o.one so . 
Consequently , Gore-Pearce and Co. , will have to fork out the cost of a 
new rug. But for the sha rp eyes of llr . Pycraf t who was prowling in the 
'l'riangle and who had seen tha unusual glare in t he vin dow of Study B 
may well have been the cause of a much larger bl&ze, 

P.C. Sp,.rrow hss called on the Head, I understand it is in con
nection with a motoring offence. Handforth failed to produce his 
lic ence when challenged in Bannington High Street after he had run in 
to a stationary l orry. '!'here was hardly any damage to speak; Handy• s 
Austin A35 was unt ouched, but the lorry ' s off - side wing had received 
a scra tch . !lames had been taken, Polic e called and the usual fuss 
t hat accom!>lllies suoh adventures . 

Handforth eventually produced his licence and Sparrow was satis
fied . I met him in the Remove passage, and the somewhat maligned 
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Policeman vho upholds the lav in Bel too passed the time of dey, Since 
I wish to have a word with everybody here I vent vith him and we got 
talking. 

It vas very seldom, he said, that he was called to the schoo l, 
but there had been maey extra ordinary happenin8s at St, Frank 's since 
llelson Lee md Nipper arrived there some years 88'-· As a result bill 
name had often gone in officially connected vith criminal cases. And 
very often lir. Lee hadrecom:oonded him to his superiors. But this hsd 
not brought about the des ired effect, and it was still P.C. Sparrow. 

Yet I doubt if he would mcve from Bell ton, He is quite happy 
safeguarding the village from danger and fear, ha i s no fool , far 
from it . He bas the countryman •s patience which is often mistaken 
for stolidity, but befor e tv, joinad tl'.e Force he vas in the Aney snd 
came out vi th honours. 

• • • 
! little incident cccurred which I think mJJY interest you . I t 

concerns Mary Jane, the midservsnt - who can be ser,n. at all times cf 
the dey vi th her dust pan and broom - and t he junior Enoch Snipe . 

Clarence Fellove , Timothy 'l'ucker and Enoch Snipe were leaving 
Study I in ttv, Ancient House, and Snipe collided with •1ary Jane , who 
was at tending to eomething on the pe.ssa,:e floor. Somethi.'lg fell which 
sounded as if coins were dropped, and straight into wary ' s dust pen 
vent something with a clink . Vhat happened next happened fast . Snipe 
dived for the dustpan and tripped over T.T. vbo in tum butted Clarance 
Fellows in the st 00111ch. Mary Jane screamed as she fell, and into the 
vortex came I/illy liandforth, who had streaked along the passage and 
failed to pull up in time . 

It was a glo rious mix up, and I gnve vbat help I could extrica t ing 
the servant from thl boys, Nobody was reall y hurt, but Mary had to 
regain her breath in Timothy A=trong 's Study chair . Enoch Snipe 
after grovelling in the dust, regained his penny ! 

His veak watery eyes gleamed vi th satisfaction on getting his 
money back. 'iell, I suppose it vas his. I think you have to go far 
to see another Enoch Snipe in this var ld! You both pity and escape 
from him, 

• * * 
I meant to vis i t CalstC'1fe but , of late , the weather bas been 

very windy and squally . I intand walking three mile s to this little 
shipping town on the coast because you see much more that way. 

The vicar of Bellton, the Rev. Ethel bert Goodchild, bas come 
into iey orbit. Be is of the old s chocl ••• he looks lik e a vicar and 
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acts like one . You feel :,ou could confide in him end he would put you 
straight. He told me Mr. Brooks often vis i ted him when the latte r was 
down here. He, the Vi car, is a mine of information , end knows quit e a 
lo t about St. Frank' s . In fact, on one occasion, he was invite d t o one 
of Lord Dorr iemore ' s famous tripe abroad , but decl ined , owing to the 
length of t ime the holiday would take . But he has been to a Chris t mas 
party which Dorrie held last year et Dorrie .,.,re Hall, J/orf olk. 

The vic ar is a very busy man jus t abou t the time the se lines are 
written. It's the time when weddings come thick and fast, end the 
income tax man opens his heart •••• , .I mean, his purse . 

I did the same for the Rev. Goodchild. And he was very pleased 
with my donatio n, to w11rds which a new Church is to be bui l t . 

* * * 
This mont h Jim Cook writ es -

Today the boys have been streaming beck t o St. Frank I s after 
the ir short vecetion. The Easte r holi days are over, a new term begins , 
end the old schoo l i s beam.rig in the spring sunshine . Too ches tnut 
trees in the Triangle ere in ful l blossom , and there'• a general air of 
expectancy everywhere. 

This is a delightful spot , end I f eel I want to stay here f ore ver, 
I cannot convey to ;)<)U by pen the pri stine glories that abound here. 
Progr ess had not prowled int o this qui et com er of Sussex; no concrete 
hills of Council flats have been penni tted to cast their shadows over 
this beaut iful re t rea t , only t he buds may bl oom here, end only the 
weather, change. 

The junio rs nre boisterous, lordly senio rs talkative, and the 
sedate masters in a tolerant mood. I eaw Tubbs , the page , doil,g a 
roerlDg busin ess . This is the sort of day when the fe ll ows feel very 
generous , end t he page of St. Frank ' s get s all he deserves for be works 
very hard end is en obliging soul . 

Nothing really se ttl es down the firs t day, but the following day 
was en eye opener for me. I saw t he schoo l from en entirely differen t 
""8].e. There' s .the business of settling down to study snd schoo l 
discipline afte r a period of holiday - making - which is difficu lt at 
first - cf maste r s get ting out r oll s , questioning the new boys , end 
a hundred snd one ot her :r.atters that :roquire their attention ··hen 
school re-opens. 

I fe lt uncanfort able end in the way , so I visited the Bennington 
Palladium which as you msy remember is owned "partly by the juniors . 
This is a first clas s cinema, and in spit e of t he monopoly t hat it 
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enjoys only the best films S!'e sh°"", 
I am always on the l ook out for character I know, but !:.ave never 

seen , so that societices it is extremely embarrassing to people he.r,, 
whm I stare at them in rr11f efforts to associste than vi t h some sit

uation that has occurrad :Jl tm past. Such a moment happoned as I 
entered t he ci..-,.,,.a, A fev people vere before 11>3 at t he tickat box 

and I l istened as I vai t ed, porf crce, to a coovarsation that vas 

goiz18 0:1 in f=t of "" , One gontleman in a loud check suit vas 
referred t o by r.is na;.ghbour as Mr, Porlock and a li ght of undel'

st:ind.ing suddenly davncd on ma. This vas , of course, Jonas Porlock, 
mo ovnad the i'!u.te Harp , a dingy public-how:e in .Ball ton, Elld who 
va.s a 'bt'Olmleker ot a Sltal.l sea.le . 

His check suit shoul c havo told cie vho he was, and incidentally, 
vl;y do the&e sort of peoplo wear suc.'1 loud clothes? 

lie quick ly moved i.:p and r ecei ved our tickets of admiss i on and 

>Ir. Porlock and hi& ho!'Sey friend veered off to another part of the 

cinema. Evidez:tly the re vas n:, rs~ in l!ann:ington tl:.at ds,y , and 

. at the llhi >,i Harp llnlSt have been poor . But the cinema can be a 
mooting place far otha r than pui'S entertainment , Many a shady deal 

has had it • origin in the least likely places . And a cin81llll can 

cffer a I'C!ldezvous vi th comfort. Hever'".hel es s , I hope I shal l be 
pardoned by Mr. for l ock if I have Cli.sjudged his reaso n tor visiting 

tm Palla dium f a. othe r than amusomer.t. 

* * * 
Cecil de Valer io had an alaming experience vhsn he was return

i..1g from Bell i;on the otha -:-evening . Being fine ha deci ded to ltal k 

t he short distarice to the pcst-of!ioe in t ho vil lage , and it was 
while coming back t.>irough Bo!l to:1 La:ie t hat he hear<! what soll!1ded l ike 

the 1Y>ft )l!ltter of footsteps behind him, The fol iage from t he trees 

have nov ~eg.,:i to cast soce deep shadows in the lan e so tha t de 
Ve.!.erio kept on sooing shapes vmre there ltere none . The t ir.y foot

step3 ccntinued to dog x.z:i, but every t ime he l ooked ro..ind he coul d 
see nothing. And !le was arriving at t he point wl:en he ..:>uld start 
r'.!nning to t'le ochool gates w!ler. frc n out of ~!le lo vl . l.Gna cene a 

r,,.,, leaves !rm b st season . He realised what had he~-pened. A 
sli&->it br ooze !l'ld s.,,cg tha dead leaves alor,g the lane 1112.king a pit

a--pat rustle bi,hin<I the juni or and understandably ~.e missed tl:em in 
the glooc as th ey f ollO",ed hl.m along. He certainly had a scare , for 
Cacil de VoJ.orie does not f orgat his experbnce wi t.>i Dt, Karnak some 

ti.me 88"· I cyse i f, a:, a lit tl e n3rvous eoing along th~ lme when it 
i~ clart 
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llov with the coming of the cricket season all signs of football 
have vanished. The goal.posh have been removed :from Big side and 
Little Bide and the gardeners have been busy getting the ground pr&
pan,d for cricket. Boots, jerseys and shorts, shin guards and foot
bal ls have all been shoved awa:t, and the oiled bats are taking the 
place or · the winter sport . Already the fellows are at the nete and, 
as usual, l!andforth is going to make the fir st cent ury of the season! 

* * * 
They're not a very bright l ot in the East House. Thf(Y were challen;ied 
t o a Test Your Knovled8e Quiz by the Modem House and the latter won 
bands dovn! Snipe, Merrill, Marriott and Griffi t hs failed to reveal 
the whereabouts of Brindisi, and Holroyd, Clifton , Freeman and Kemp 
were unable to give a rough estimate of the date lihen Pompeii was 
destroyed. They all thought it was B.C. Poor old East House! 
Timothy Arrustrong should try and put so ... shape into it . 

* * * 
llal.son Lee is back. Tubbs infc:nned .., Mr . Lee would lik e to see 

me in his study and I l earnt that news had been . received :from Lord 
Dorrimore. It appears the trip to llew Anglia is off . Something has 1 (! 
happened to create a change in Ue OU11111er bolidayB an"an80DIBllts. I 
will give more details in U1/f next letter. 

* ********* * 
Another piece from Midland Club •s "Greyfriars Herald" 

SHOTS AT GO !L 
by our Sports Editor, Normn Gregory. 

The big event at Greyfriare before we broke up for the Christmas 
hols was the cross-c ountry run for the Juniors. .ls old boy has pres
ented s magnificent silver cup for what is to be an ennual event and 
all juniors are to participate unless excused by Dr. Pilbuly. Bunter 
did one of his best perf ormances of someone in mortsl agoey but to no 
avail 8ll he couldn' t deceive our sollool doctor. 

The race .,..., for three miles, stsrting and finishing a t the 
school gates and s pretty gruelling course had been laid our and resul 
ted in an unexpected winner. llharton and ycurs truly were named as hot 
favourites but both of us bed just recovered from •nu. The first to 
resch the gates - his long legs going l ike pistons - was Toddy! 
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